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Mikhail Iossel, Founder and Executive Program Director of Summer Literary Seminars. Mikhail Iossel was born in 

Leningrad, USSR, where he worked as an electromagnetic engineer and belonged to a circle of underground ("samizdat") 

writers, and emigrated to the United States in 1986. After receiving an MA degree in English/Creative Writing from the 

University of New Hampshire, he was awarded a Wallace Stegner fellowship in fiction at Stanford University. He 

subsequently taught creative writing, both on the undergraduate and graduate levels, at the University of Minnesota, New 

York University, the New School, St. Lawrence University, Union College and currently is on the faculty of the Concordia 

University (Montreal, Canada) writing program. 

 


